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Family Letter Name RR start / end Sound hint

Plain ㄱ 기역 g / k g in "go"; k at the en
d

Plain ㄷ 디귿 d / t d in "do"; t at the en
d

Plain ㅂ 비읍 b / p b in "boy"; p at the e
nd

Plain ㅈ 지읒 j / t j in "jam"; t at the en
d

Plain ㅅ 시옷 s / t s in "sun"; t at the en
d

Aspirated ㅋ 키읔 k / k k in "kite" with a puff

Aspirated ㅌ 티읕 t / t t in "top" with a puff

Aspirated ㅍ 피읖 p / p p in "pin" with a puff

Aspirated ㅊ 치읓 ch / t ch in "cheese" with a
 puff

Tense ㄲ 쌍기역 kk / k k with a tight throat,
no puff

Tense ㄸ 쌍디귿 tt / none t with a tight throat,
no puff

Tense ㅃ 쌍비읍 pp / none p with a tight throat,
no puff

Tense ㅆ 쌍시옷 ss / t s said with tension

Tense ㅉ 쌍지읒 jj / none j with a tight throat,
no puff

Other ㄴ 니은 n / n n in "no"

Other ㅁ 미음 m / m m in "me"

Other ㅇ 이응 silent / ng silent at the start; ng
in "sing" at the end

Other ㄹ 리을 r / l between r and l; l at t
he end

Other ㅎ 히읗 h / t h in "hat"
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Basic ㅏ ㅑ a, ya a in "father"

Basic ㅓ ㅕ eo, yeo u in "cup" (open mouth)

Basic ㅗ ㅛ o, yo o in "go" (shorter)

Basic ㅜ ㅠ u, yu oo in "moon"

Basic ㅡ ㅣ eu, i ㅡ has no English match; ㅣ
 is ee in "see"

Compound ㅐ ㅒ ㅔ ㅖ ae, yae, e, ye e in "bed"; ㅒ and ㅖ add a
y (ㅐ and ㅔ now sound alik
e)

Compound ㅘ ㅙ ㅚ ㅝ ㅞ ㅟ wa, wae, oe, wo, we, wi w + vowel glides

Compound ㅢ ui varies by position
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